Bible propheeyisthe revelation of God's infallible
message toman. It generally concerns the
future. It may concern the past. It almost always
concerns the present.

Concerning future events, one has said “Prophecy is
history written in advance”, where “history” really is His
story! God decides what will happen, plans when
those things will happen and then brings it to
pass.

God’s exact knowledge of future events tells us
about His omniscience - He knows all things
(past, present and future].

But what is even more amazing is

God’s omnipotence - He sovereignly makes all
history happen according to His plans and
purposes for mankind. That is, God controls all
things, “after the counsel of His own will”
(Ephesians 1:11).

God spoke about himself to Isaiah:

Throughout the course of history, God has
revealed to mankind a great number of things in
advance. There are over 1,500 prophecies in the
Bible. Many of these have already bheen fulfilled.
Many are yet to be fulfilled. When they are all put
together, they provide believers with a complete
picture of God’s program for all ages.

In Genesis 6, God forewarned Noah of a flood which
He would use to judge the whole earth. God had

warned of pending judgement because the populated

earth was full of wickedness, evil imaginations,
corruption and violence. Such conditions were
universal. Consequently, God told Noah to build an
ark, using specific materials and according to
certain dimensions, which God would use to save
Noah, his family, and a selection of animals from the
world at that time. As God had foretold, He destroyed
all the inhabitants on the earth with a global flood.
Noah and his family were saved from wrath because
of their faithful desire to follow God.

In Leviticus 26, God instructed the Israelites to give
the land one year of “sabbatical rest” every seven
years. Otherwise, the land would become desolate.
For over 490 years, the nation of Israel refused to
give the land rest during sabbatical periods.

Consequently, God told the
nation of Israel through the
prophet Jeremiah that they
would endure seventy years’
captivity in Babylon (one year for
every seven they ignored).

He also told Hosea of future days
when the Israelites would be
rejected by God. God’s people
refused to listen to the prophets,
the voice of God, and as a result,
they were taken captive either by
the Assyrians or the
Babylonians.

Just as God said, the ten northern tribes were
taken captive by the Assyrians and, to this day,
there is no recorded return of these tribes to the
land of Israel. The two southern tribes were
invaded by the Babylonians and taken to Babylon
for seventy years. Only the sick, the elderly and
the lame were left in Jerusalem.

However, through Isaiah, He promised them
release under the hand of Cyrus, which was
fulfilled in the overthrow of the Babylonian
empire by the Medes and Persians.

In Daniel 2, King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream (around 604 BC] about a colossal
man with a head of fine gold, a chest and arms of silver, a belly and thighs of bronze,
legs of iron and feet of part iron and part clay. No one could interpret the dream.
Through the prophet Daniel, God revealed the

meaning of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream as being four specific kingdoms.

Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom was the first, followed the Babylonian empire,
succeeded by the Medo-Persian empire, which was overthrown by the Grecian and in
turn the Roman empires. All of these kingdoms rose and fell exactly as foretold by
God through Daniel.

Gold - Head

This section represented the empire of
Babylon, of which Nebuchadnezzar was
king.

Silver - Chest & Arms

This section signified the empire of the
Medes and Persians, which conquered
and supplanted Bahylon.

Bronze - Belly & Thighs

This section represented the
Greco-Macedonian empire of Alexander
the Great, which overcame Persia.

Iron - Legs

The two legs of iron represented the
Roman empire. After Alexander’s
death, his Hellenistic empire
continued in a divided form until its
divisions were taken over by Rome.
The two legs apparently signified the
east-west division that characterised
the late Roman empire.

Iron & Clay - Feet & Toes
Extending from the legs are feet and
toes of iron mixed with clay - a brittle
and unstable mixture because it would
not bond well. These represent the final
phase of the Roman empire, which will
be made of ten kings, some strong and
some weak.

The following prophecy and
fulfilment timelines show how the
prophecies of Daniel 11 came to
pass - exactly as foretold.

Prophecy
Reference

Daniel 11:2

Daniel 11:3

Daniel 11:4

Daniel 11:5

Daniel 11:6

Daniel 11:6

Daniel 11:7

Fulfilment
522 BC to 246 BC

Darius, Artaxerxes
and Ahashuerus

Alexander the Great

After Alexander’s
death, his empire
was divided among
his four generals

Ptolemy took the
southern kingdom

Bernice married a
son of the king of
the north

Bernice was set
aside and lost
all influence

Her brother
rose up and
took revenge

PROPHECIES IN THE BIBLE

Anyone can make a prediction or forecast what
might happen next, but having that prediction
fulfilled exactly is another thing altogether.

0Of the 1,500 or so prophecies in the Bible, many
have been fulfilled and will be fulfilled in a single
Person - Jesus Christ the Messiah. In fact, over
300 prophecies about the coming Messiah were
given during the 0ld Testament period

(4,000 BC - 400 BC), and atleast 110 prophecies
have already been fulfilled in His birth, life,
death, resurrection and ascension.

So, what is the likelihood of these prophecies coming
true? One has calculated that the probability of just
one of these prophecies coming true is one chance in
300, 000!

A Christian mathematician once said that for all
110 specific prophecies coming true in a single
person, the chance would be 1in1x10' . That’sa
number with 157 zeros!

0Of all the prophecies concerning Jesus Christ, each
distinct prophecy may be categorised into one of
four groups:

Those that deal with
His first coming
(lineage, birth, life,
death)

Those that
combine His
first and second
comings

Those that reveal God’s
plan of redemption
through Jesus Christ

Daniel’s 70 (7+ 62 +1) week prophecy
God's prophetic program for the future of Israel

Psalm 16:10 He would be raised out
from among the dead (He also said
Himself that He would rise agan)
Psalm 69:3 Jesus would thirst on
the cross

Psalm 68:18 Jesus would be
received into Heaven

1Corinthians 15:6 The risen Christ
was witnessed by over 500 people
at once

John 19:28-30 Jesus cried, ‘I
thirst”

Hebrews 1:3 He sat down at the
right hand of God

Prophecies concerning His crucifixion,
death, burial and resurrection

Isaiah 50:6 He would be brutally beaten and spat
upon by the Sanhedrin

Isaiah 53:7 He would be silent before His accusers
Isaiah 53:12 He would be crucified with two
robbers

Isaiah 53:9 His bones would not be broken

Matthew 26:67-68 The soldiers spat on His face
Matthew 27:12-14 He was silent in front of Herod
Mark 15:27-28 Two robbers were crucified
alongside Him

John 19:33-36 The soldiers did not break Jesus’
legs, like the others

7 Weeks

Zechariah 12:10 He would be pierced by a
soldier with a spear after His death

John 19:34 The soldiers pierced His side

62 Weeks
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From now on, the most significant truth that will
dominate all future prophecy is the second
coming of Christ. The second coming is
mentioned more than 325 times, making it the
second most frequently mentioned truth in all
the Bible!

This event will set in motion all other
future events prophesied in the 0ld and
New Testaments. It will bring to
conclusion prophecy relating to three
primary groups of people on earth - “the
Jew, the Gentile and the church of God”

(1 Cor 10:32). For these groups, Christ’s
second coming will end the church period,
the times of the Gentiles, and will bring to
fruition many unfulfilled prophecies
relating to Israel.

The very next event to take place according to
Bible prophecy is the “snatching away” of all
Christians, alive and buried, to the air to be
with Christ.

"In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall
be changed.

1Corinthians 15:52

It is imminent. It is certain. It will take place in
less than a fraction of a second. The
importance of your salvation before this event
cannot be stated more emphatically -

“Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the
day of salvation.”
2 Corinthians 6:2

Immediately after the rapture, Christians will
stand before Jesus Christ to face judgement for
service done in the body. It is not a judgement for
sins committed, but for service carried out for
Jesus Christ. The reward will not be
condemnation, but one or more of five crowns.

"For we must all appear before the judgment seat
of Christ; that every one may receive the things
done in his body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad."

2 Corinthians 5:10

Soon after the rapture, those remaining on the
earth will face a 7-year tribulation period,
where the last 3 1/2 years will be the "great
tribulation, such as was not since the begin-
ning of the world to this time, no, nor ever
shall be" (Matthew 24:2).

"Because thou hast kept the word of my pa-
tience, I also will keep thee from the hour of
temptation, which shall come upon all the
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth"
Revelation 3:10

The total time of this tribulation period is
seven years, and will see several supernatural
disasters and cataclysmic events on earth. The
primary purposes of the tribulation are to
bring time to an end, to fulfil prophecies
relating to Israel, to teach man that he cannot
function apart from God, and to force man to
choose between Jesus Christ or Antichrist.
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